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FIGURE 1
A: “Ruins of the old Butterfield Stage Station at Carrizo Creek,” late nineteenth century, view to northeast,

photograph by Frank Stephens, courtesy of San Diego Historical Society, Booth Photographic Collection
B: Carrizo Stage Station site, 1999, view to northeast, photograph by Christopher Wray
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FIGURE 2: CARRIZO CORRIDOR LOCATION
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At the conclusion of the testing, it was determined that the Carrizo Stage Station site is eligible for the

National Register of Historic Places because of its association with significant historical events—

transportation of people and goods along the Southern Overland Routes—and because it contains

important archaeological data concerning the site function and the past lifeways of the occupants. The

testing program also identified impacts from natural and human depredations that threatened the site’s

integrity and its National Register eligibility. Because of this unavoidable threat of destruction, a data

recovery program was recommended for the Carrizo Stage Station Site. An engineered erosion control and

stabilization plan was recommended to be implemented at the completion of the data recovery effort.

Interpretive activities were also proposed including recreating low adobe walls on the foundation alignment

and placing an interpretive panel. As well, the 150-year anniversary of the construction of the Carrizo

Stage Station and the opening of the stage route, in the year 2007, was identified as an ideal time to

commemorate this important segment of California history.

The recommended data recovery archaeological excavation program was implemented in 2002 and is the

subject of this report. At the completion of the excavations, with assistance by the California Conservation

Corps (CCC), the site was covered with porous geo-textile fabric, hand filled with excavation back dirt, and

capped with a two-to-four-foot layer of soil. The engineered water diversion measures, to reduce the

erosion danger to the site, were constructed by the CCC. While its artifactual information has been

removed and documented in this report, the site architecture remains preserved for the future below this

soil cap.

Archaeological field work, historic research, artifact analysis, and preparation of this report were completed

by the following people: Stephen R. Van Wormer (principal author, historic research, field and artifact

analysis co-supervisor); Sue A. Wade (project manager, field and artifact analysis co-supervisor, author);

Bonnie Bruce (archaeological field technician, artifact analyst, technical illustrator); Susan D. Walter

(artifact analyst) Steven Briggs and Delman James (archaeological field technicians); Heather Thomson

(archaeological field technician, research contributor); Christopher Wray (field assistant, research

contributor); Mike Volberg (field assistant, research contributor); Jeanie Jones (field assistant), Christopher

Garthe (field assistant). Valuable archaeological excavation assistance was provided by Southern Service

Center archaeological staff Marla Mealey, Michael Buxton, Patty McFarland, Karen Shabel, Michael

Sampson, and Carmen Zapeda. The California Conservation Corps assistance was invaluable in reburying

the site and constructing erosion protection features. The project could not have been completed without

the unfailing assistance provided by Colorado Desert Archaeological Society volunteers Sam and Astrid

Webb, Kerry Hunsinger, Carl Kennerson, Dave and Ruth Otis, and Richard Payne. Artifact analysis was

conducted by Susan Walter of Walter Enterprises, faunal material was analyzed by Susan Arter of the San

Diego Museum of Natural History, and Native American ceramic and lithic analysis was completed by Sue

Wade. Field notes, photographs, artifacts, and analysis documents are currently housed at the California

State Parks, Colorado Desert District, Begole Archaeological Research Center.




